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Giovanni Paolo Martelli, Emeritus Professor of the University "Aldo Moro" of Bari, Italy, passed 

away on January 8, 2020.  He was a recognized authority on plant virology, and in particular on viruses and 

virus diseases of grapevines. More recently, he documented the causal role of the bacterium Xylella 

fastidiosa in olive quick decline in southern Italy. 

Born in Palermo, on January 17, 1935, he graduated cum laude in Agricultural Sciences in 1956 

from the University of Bari, where he spent most of his career, being appointed full professor in 1973 and 

holding the chair of Plant Virology from 1980 to his retirement in 2010. 

G.P. Martelli identified and characterized many viruses and virus diseases of vegetables, fruit trees, 

ornamentals and weeds.  He had a keen interest for the study of the cytopathology of virus infections, as well 

as for virus taxonomy.  He co-authored the description of more than 50 new virus species, genera and 

families, and was an active member of the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV) since 

1978 and a “Life member” of the Executive Committee of ICTV since 1999. While serving as chair of the 

ICTV Plant Virus Subcommittee he promoted the adoption of the taxonomic system based on family-genus-

species.  He published more than 300 research papers in international refereed journals and many additional 

written contributions for a total over 600 scripts. He served as the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Plant 

Pathology, the official journal of the Italian Society for Plant Pathology, from 2002 to 2020. 

 G.P. Martelli was President of the International Council for the Study of Viruses and Virus Diseases 

of the Grapevine (ICVG) from 1987 to 2018, the Associazione Fitopatologica Italiana (1980-1986) and the 

Italian Society for Plant Pathology (2002-2004). He chaired the ISHS International Working Group on 

Vegetable Viruses (1979-81). He was named a Fellow of the American Phytopathological Society in 1997. 

He was also a member of prestigious Italian Academies, among which Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei and 

Accademia dei Georgofili. In recognition of his scientific merit, Professor Martelli was honoured with 

nunerous awards, among which a gold medal by the Académie d'Agriculture de France and the “F. Maseri-

Florio World Prize for Distinguished Research in Agriculture".  

G.P. Martelli will be always remembered as a pioneer scientist, an outstanding mentor and a true 

gentleman.  

 

More detailed obituary in the Journal of Plant Pathology DOI: 10.1007/s42161-020-00495-5 


